
316

men resident in the locality, showing their qualifications, and
in what cases only they can recover debts.
Few things, I believe, would tend more to weed the profes-

sion of those men whose ambition or whose intellect has not
enabled them to get more than one qualification, and, in many
instances, no qualification at all.

Portsmouth, it is supposed, is not more thickly studded with
one-legged and unqualified, or leg-less, practitioners than other
towns, yet in Portsmouth there are seven or eight men, calling
themselves surgeons, who have either no qualification at all, or
at most but one leg to stand on. Hurrah for the new Act,
then, say I; and let the public once know that one-leggers can
only recover their accounts in certain cases, and that fraudulent
pretenders to qualifications they do not possess cannot demand
payment at all, they will be more ready to appreciate properly
.qualified service. Diplomas, and brains, too, will be more in
request, and there will soon be, what at present there is not,
and never has been, an equality of qualification amongst
medical men. The battle of reform has begun, and we must
tight it out. If, too, my qualified medical neighbours will not
take the initiative in the suggestion here made, I shall be very
much inclined to do so myself.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Portsmouth, Sept. 1858. A QUALIFIED.
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NAVAL MEDICAL SUPPLEMENTAL FUND.
To the Edito2- of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Much anxiety has lately been manifested relative to
the state of the above-named fund, on the part of the widow
annuitants, many of whom are under the impression that the
Society is on the eve of bankruptcy, and that their reduced
annuity must be still further diminished to meet the impaired
state of its finances.

It will be gratifying to these ladies to hear, that there is no
ground whatever for any anxiety or alarm on this subject; for
the circumstances of the fund are steadily improving, and,
according to the last report of the actuary, the Society is now
in a condition to advance the annuity to &pound;30 per annum.
The amount of annuity originally proposed for each of the

widows was .S40 per annum; this amount was paid for up-
wards of twenty years, when, from various causes unnecessary
to refer to here, it was reduced to two-thirds of that amount.
’The object is now to restore the annuity to the sum originally
intended. That such a result may be anticipated I think can ’,
readily be shown. The fund, according to the actuary, Mr.
Ansell, can now pay X30 per annum to each of the widows. ’

The capital, with &pound;1400 of arrears, amounts to upwards of 
&pound;67,000. This money is invested in the three per cents. ; but
there is no doubt, we believe, that five per cent. may be
- obtained for money on good security. Let authority, there-
fore, be obtained to invest the capital to more advantage, and
by the addition of two per cent. to the interest, there would
be an increase of income amounting to ,61340, which, divided
amongst 200 widows, would give to each X6 4s.; and this sum,
added to X30 as above, would enable the directors to increase
the widow’s annuity &pound;36 14s. at once, leaving only a deficit of
&pound;3 6s. to be made up to give each of them the full amount of
the original annuity. To effect this the sum of &pound;660 will be
required annually, which might be done by loan obtained from
the Government, to be repaid, with interest, until the increas-
ing numbers of insuring members, which would probably, or,
as some think, certainly, take place, should render any further
loan unnecessary.

It must also be taken into account that the widows are
gradually diminishing. They reached the maximum in 1851,
when their number was 225; they now, in 1858, amount to
200; and it is by no means improbable that, in 1865, their
number will not exceed 150, by which the expenditure would
be reduced by &pound;2000 per annum.

It will now be seen that this fund, or society, is at last
happily recovering from the adverse and depressed condition
under which it has long rested, and that under more energetic
and business-like management, with a wise reform in the ad-
ministration, the restoration of its credit will be effected, and
its continued and increasing prosperity placed beyond question.
It is, therefore, to be hoped, that confidence amongst the mem-
bers and contributors may be again restored, and by their sup-
port and hearty combination a full measure of success be ob-
tained, and the benevolent purpose for which the society was
established fully and satisfactorily accomplished.

I am, Sir, yours &c.,
September, 1858. MEDICUS. R.N.
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GALVANISM IN DENTISTRY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The application of galvanism in the extraction of
teeth is likely to occupy much attention, and as this new agent
for producing local anaesthesia can be employed without danger,
a great boon will be secured to the world, should the invention,
after standing the test of experience, realize the sanguine anti-
cipations of the originator. This being the case, perhaps you
will kindly allow me space to give the history of the introduc-
tion of the agent into this country. Some statements have
been made upon the subject in lay journals, which, I think,
should have been reserved for professional publications; how-
ever, as these statements have been but partial, I will proceed
to narrate how the invention was introduced to the notice of
the profession in this country.
The first public mention of galvanism as applied to tooth-

extraction is to be found in the last July number of the
(London) Quarterly Journal of Dental Science (p. 254), wherein
Dr. Berry, of Phiiadelphia (U. S.), writes that some few dentists
had adopted the agent in America; and that a gentleman, a
fellow-citizen, claimed to be the inventor, but that he was
under an impression that this was a mistake, and that the
method of operating had been practised in England.
The next that we hear about the process is in the A merican

Journal of Dental Science, which reached England about a
month ago. From this journal it would appear that great
attention has been given to the matter in the United States.
Dr. J. B. Francis claims to be the inventor, and has secured
his rights as such by letters patent. A committee of the
Franklin Institute of Pennsylvania had been appointed to in-
vestigate the value of the discovery. In the courae of the

report of this committee the following observations are made:
" One hundred and sixty-four teeth were extracted in the pre-
sence of the committee." "The committee is satisfied ...... that
in a large majority of cases of extraction with this apparatus,
92o pain whatever is felt by the patient." 11 To test whether
the effect might not be merely mental, the current was broken
without the patient being aware of it, when the usual pain
was experienced, although, in the same patient and on the
same occasion, teeth had been removed while the current was
flowing without causing pain." " The operator requires no
newinstruments except the battery and coil."

In the specification of the patent, which is published at
length in the American journal, the modus operandi is fully
given; and it would appear that no time was lost in this
country in profiting by the circumstance, testing the value of
the process, and publishing the result. Candour to our trans-
atlantic brethren, however, demands that the source from
which the idea was produced should be made known, in addi-
tion to the mere announcement of the fact that galvanism has
been successfully employed by individuals in this country.
The whole subject will, I trust, be sifted by the College of

Dentists; in the meantime whatever information can be col-
lected by the medical and dental journals will be of interest to
the profession, and probably prove advantageous to the public.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
A MEMBER OF THE COLLEGE OF DENTISTS

Sept. 1858. OF ENGLAND.
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Medical News.
THE DEATH BY CHLOROFORM AT EPSOM.-Mr, George

Keeling, the druggist and dentist at Epsom, in whose hands
chloroform proved fatal when administered for extraction of a
tooth, has resolved to improve the occasion by sending a puffing
circular, descriptive of his peculiar carefulness and skill, and
emphatically asserting the care and skill with which the chlo-
roform was administered. A correspondent, a surgeon of the
neighbourhood, sends us the following account of this lament-
able affair :-" A fine young woman, having obtained the con-
sent of a medical practitioner for her having chloroform admi-
nistered during the extraction of a tooth, went to a druggist
and dentist, who forthwith administered chloroform, or rather
allowed his patient to assist herself to the vapour by means of
a napkin. She became suddenly insensible, the tooth was ex-
tracted, and the patient sunk back dead. What previous pre-
parations were made was not stated at the inquest, but it is
certain that no medical man was present until after the death
of the individual, although we must do the operator the credit
of saying that he displayed great presence of mind in des-
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patching messengers for medical assistance when the unfor-
tunate event had happened." Under the circumstances we
are certainly not inclined to endorse the opinions of Mr. Keel-
ing’s circular, and can but think that a respectful silence would
have been more becoming.
DEATH FROM STRYCHNIA. - The newspapers contain

an account of the death of a young lady from strychnia. She
was the daughter of a medical gentleman. No evidence could
be obtained as to how the poison was administered. She died
with all the symptoms of poisoning by strychnia, a small por-
tion of which was discovered by Dr. Letheby in the stomach
after death.

CHOLERA has broken out in Hong-Kong, and some fatal
cases are renorted amongst, foreigners
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A CHILD POISONED BY THE BERRIES OF THE MOUNTAIN
ASH.-On Monday afternoon, an inquest was held at the
Travellers’ Inn, Armley, by Mr. Blackburn, borough coroner,
upon the body of Joseph Murgatroyd, a child five years old,
whose father is a clothier at Armley. The deceased had been
ailing for the last fortnight, but on Friday afternoon he com-
menced vomiting dark matter, and continued to do so for some
time. On the following morning Mr. Alfred Rickards, sur-
geon, was called in, and prescribed for the child, whom he
supposed to be suffering from pleurisy and disease of the kid-
neys. The deceased, however, continued to suffer, and died
at half-past eleven o’clock in the evening. On a post-mortem
examination being made, the remains of mountain-ash berries
were discovered in the stomach of the deceased, who had, no
doubt, eaten them when in the field. Mr. Rickards was
clearly of opinion that the deceased had been poisoned by these
mountain-ash berries, and the jury returned a verdict accord-
ingly.-Leeds Mercury.
RAVAGES OF FEVER IN SWITZERLAND.-A letter from

Basle, in Switzerland, states that fever is raging in that town.
It chiefly attacks persons in the prime of life, and many are
carried off after a few hours’ illness. The large hospital of the
town is literally overcrowded with patients, and the physicians
scarcely suffice to attend to the sick in private houses.
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HEALTH OF SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES. -The

number of deaths registered in Sydney from the 1st to the 30th
of June, amounted to 160-viz., 93 males and 67 females. The
most fatal diseases have been those of the " respiratory and
nervous systems." The number of deaths registered during
the corresponding month of 1857 was 91, and in 1856,104. The
number of births registered in June amounted to 220 ; this
number consisted of 113 males and 107 females, being 60 in ’,
excess of the deaths.

SHERIFF’S COURT.-’WELCH v. THOMPSON.-THE STA-
TUTE OF LIMITATIONS.-In this case plaintiff sued for &pound;5 4s. 6d.,
for medicines supplied to defendant, who averred he did not
owe plaintiff anything. A Mr. Langley had supplied defendant
with medicines, but they had been paid for. Plaintiff said
that defendant very well knew the amount now sued for was
due to Mr. Langley, who, being dead, was now represented
by plaintiff as executor. His Honour (Mr. Prendergast): Then
that fact should have been notified on the summons. As the
defendant is present, we can amend the summons. Defendant:
I paid Mr. Langley. His Honour: I see by the bill that de-
fendant could plead the Statute of Limitations as to &pound;1.
Plaintiff : I think not. You see he paid .61 on the 22nd of
August, 1852. His Honour: Well, as you did not take out
the summons till the 24th of August, 1858, it was very clear
that he can plead. Plaintiff : That is very hard upon medical
men. Sometimes we let a bill stand five, six, and seven years.
His Honour: I confess I do not see the hardship. One law
must do for all. The same law must do for all classes, both
doctors and executors included. I think some reduction should
be made. It is very evident that the &pound;1 must come out. I
will give plaintiff a verdict for .63 10s.

SIR WILLIAM O’SHAUGHNESSY, M.D., formerly sub-
editor of THE LAXCET, was the first who succeeded in trans-
mitting a voltaic current under water. In 1839 he deposited
an insulated conducting wire, attached to a chain cable, in the
river Hooghly, in India, by which the electric current was
transmitted from one bank of that river to the other.

THE YELLOW FEVER AT NEW ORLEANS.-A despatch
from Xew Orleans states that the deaths from yellow fever on
the 31st ult. were 92.

HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEEK ENDING
SATURDAY, SEPTEMRER 11TH.-In the week that ended on
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HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEEK ENDING
SATURDAY, SEPTEMRER 11TH.-In the week that ended on

Saturday, September llth, the number of deaths registered in
London was 1060, of which 521 were the deaths of males, 530
those of females. In the ten years 1848-57 the average
number of deaths in the weeks corresponding with last week
was 1457, but as the deaths of last week occurred in an in-
creased population, it is necessary for the purpose of comparison
to raise the average proportionally to the increase, in which
case it will become 1603. The public health is therefore so far
satisfactory, that the deaths now returned are less by 543
than the number which would have occurred under the average
rate of mortality, and although the great number of deaths at
two periods when cholera was epidemic must be taken into
account, yet there can be no doubt that London enjoys an im-
proved state of health at the present time. But if the deaths
of last week had been according to the rate which exists in the
healthiest districts of England, they would only have been
799, hence it appears that 261 persons died from circumstances
that constitute the comparative insalubrity of the metropolis.
The births of last week were in excess of the deaths in the.
same period by 477. The mortality from diarrhcea is rapidly
subsiding; in the two previous weeks the deaths from it were
146 and 120; last week they were only 69. Scarlatina on th&
contrary shows a slight increase, 115 fatal cases having been
registered; amongst others three children, daughters of a dyer
residing at 46, Flower-street, Spitalfields, died of this disease.
Hooping-cough carried off 29 children, and measles 21. Three
deaths occurred from small-pox. Four persons died from
cholera, including three children and a blacksmith, aged
twenty-seven years, who died in Charing-cross Hospital after
thirty-six hours’ illness. The deaths from phthisis, which in the
previous weeks were 119, rose last week to 162, the average being
139. A little boy died, after an illness of three hours, from
eating bitter almonds; and a labourer, aged thirty-six years,
died in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital from pyaemia. Three per-
sons died last week at the following advanced ages-91, 92,
and 93 years.
At the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the mean height of

the barometer in the week was 29 ’792 in. The highest reading
was 30 ’06 in. at the end of the week. The mean temperature
of the air in the week was 59 ’4&deg;, which is 1 ’7&deg; above the tem-
perature of the same week on an average of forty-three years,
as determined by Mr. Glaisher. The highest point attained
by the thermometer in the shade was 73 ’0&deg; on Thursday, the
9th inst.; the lowest was 45.5&deg; on Monday; the range of the
week was therefore 27’5&deg;. The difference between the mean
dew-point temperature and air temperature was 6.7&deg;. The
mean degree of humidity of the air was 79, complete saturation
being represented by 100. The mean temperature of the water
of the Ttiames was 61’7&deg;. The general direction of the wind
was south-west. Rain fell on four days during the week.
There were thunder and lightning on Monday.
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previous weeks were 119, rose last week to 162, the average being
139. A little boy died, after an illness of three hours, from
eating bitter almonds; and a labourer, aged thirty-six years,
died in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital from pyaemia. Three per-
sons died last week at the following advanced ages-91, 92,
and 93 years.
At the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the mean height of

the barometer in the week was 29 ’792 in. The highest reading
was 30 ’06 in. at the end of the week. The mean temperature
of the air in the week was 59 ’4&deg;, which is 1 ’7&deg; above the tem-
perature of the same week on an average of forty-three years,
as determined by Mr. Glaisher. The highest point attained
by the thermometer in the shade was 73 ’0&deg; on Thursday, the
9th inst.; the lowest was 45.5&deg; on Monday; the range of the
week was therefore 27’5&deg;. The difference between the mean
dew-point temperature and air temperature was 6.7&deg;. The
mean degree of humidity of the air was 79, complete saturation
being represented by 100. The mean temperature of the water
of the Ttiames was 61’7&deg;. The general direction of the wind
was south-west. Rain fell on four days during the week.
There were thunder and lightning on Monday.

Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

On the 2nd inst., at the Grange, Much Wenlock, Salop, the
wife of C. J. Humphreys, Esq., M. R. C. S., of a daughter.
On the 9th inst., at Weston-super-Mare, the wife of Jas. H.

Pring, M.D., of a daughter.

MARRIAGES.

On the 13th inst., at Fisherrow, Robt. Moffat, M.D., Kings-
kettle, to Annie Keazlie, second daughter of John Gay, Esq.,
Fisherrow, Musselburgh, N.B.
On the 13th inst., at the Chapel, Charterhouse, W. Weedon,

Esq., Reading, Berks, to Elizabeth, second surviving daughter
of John Miles, M.D., Charterhouse. 

DEATHS.

On the 9th inst., at Wilmont, Kingstown, Ireland, of con-
sumption contracted during the Crimean war, while in the
assiduous and zealous discharge of his duties in the trenches, W.
V. Reynolds, Esq., Surgeon R.N., and Knight of the Legion of
Honour, aged 31.
On the 10th inst., at Rose-terrace, Perth, Margaret, wife of

W. Henderson, M.D., aged 73.
On the 12th inst., Emma Clementina, the wife of W. H.Day, M.D., of Newmarket, aged 27.
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